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Triumph of the Paraprofessionals, August 22, 1970 

Op-Ed written by civil rights organizer Bayard Rustin on the signing of the first union contract for 
paraprofessional educators (classroom and school support staff) in New York City. It was published in the 
New York Amsterdam News, the city’s largest black-owned newspaper. 
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Albert Shanker and Bayard Rustin march in support 
of collective bargaining rights for paraprofessionals.  
October 6, 1970. Credit: Walter P. Reuther Library.  

 

Paraprofessional Doris Hunter teaches about the 
life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at PS 25 in 
Brooklyn in 1970. Many paraprofessionals took 
the lead in bringing African-American, Latino, and 
Asian-American history and culture into public 
schools in New York City. United Federation of 
Teachers. Credit: Hans Weissenstein Negatives 
Collection, Tamiment Library and Robert F. 
Wagner Labor Archives, NYU. 

 

Teacher Sheri McCormick (left) and paraprofessional 
Shashala Saulsbury work on a reading assignment 

with students.  Credit: UFT 

 

Paraprofessionals taking a high-school 
equivalency exam, Manhattan, 1970. The UFT’s 
landmark paraprofessional contract created 
opportunities for education and advancement for 
thousands of working-class women. Credit: United 
Federation of Teachers Hans Weissenstein 
Negatives Collection, Tamiment Library and 
Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, NYU. 
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