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The Murder of Frank Hanes, 1939 

An exchange of letters between Bernice Wims of Bossier City, Louisiana, and U.S. Assistant Attorney General 
O. John Rogge regarding the murder of Frank Hanes by his employer, Mississippi plantation owner Tom 
Alexander.   
A typed transcription of Wims’ first handwritten letter follows at the end of the three letters in this exchange of letters. 
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Source: Bernice Wims to Attorney General Murphy, 25 October 1939, frames 0959–60, reel 9, Peonage Files of the U.S. 

Department of Justice, 1901–1945 (Frederick, MD: University Publications of America, 1989), microfilm.  
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Source: O. John Rogge to Bernice Wims, 7 November 1939, frame 0958, reel 9, Peonage Files of the U.S. Department of 

Justice, 1901–1945 (Frederick, MD: University Publications of America, 1989), microfilm. 
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Source: Bernice Wims to O. John Rogge, 18 November 1939, frame 0957, reel 9, Peonage Files of the U.S. Department 

of Justice, 1901–1945 (Frederick, MD: University Publications of America, 1989), microfilm. 
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101 Broadway Street 

Bossier City, Louisiana 

October 25, 1939 

 

Attorney General Murphy 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Honorable Sir: 

 

Nine unemployed Negro men of Shreveport were lured into Mississippi by the 

promise of free transportation and one dollar a hundred to pick cotton on the plantation of 

Tom Alexander near Alexander. His post office address is Tallulah.  

 Frank Meyer of Howard Street, one of the laborers engaged, and owner of a truck, 

transported the others, having been promised pay for the service. On the arrival of the men, the 

truck was taken to the Alexander house. Log chains were put on the wheels and securely 

fastened there with locks. 

 Last Friday, after having worked a week’s time, each man was paid exactly two 

dollars, no more. The men were told to buy their next week’s “rations” on what was paid 

them. 

 One man, Frank Hanes, 446 Arlie Street, made a protest. Tom Alexander told Hanes 

to come to the commissary, which he did. Then Tom Alexander and another white man, set 

upon the Negro and  

2. 

beat him to death with ax handles. 

 Tom Elliot, 1036 Lawrence Street saw Frank Hanes before he died, when he was too 

weak to speak, and he saw his dead body. And he knows where the body was buried on the 

Alexander plantation. 

 Five of the Negroes, who made a desperate effort to escape, were found in a cane 

break by Tom Alexander and a posse of his neighbors, the next morning. These laborers were 

set upon and beaten. In the confusion, one man, Tom Elliot, 1036 Lawrence Street did escape, 

and went by foot forty miles into Monroe, where he got a freight ride into Shreveport. 

 Tom Alexander’s plantation Negroes are under rigid control. They must report an 

escape. If an escape is made without their having reported it, then, they, themselves, receive a 

beating. 

 Tom Elliot is ready to be of any possible service. He can identify the Negroes and he 

knows where they live in Shreveport. He is appealing to your Department to immediately 

protect his unfortunate companions from the imminent danger of enslavement and perhaps, 

death. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

[Mrs.] Bernice Wims 
 

 

Editor’s Note: This is a typed transcription of Wims’ 2-page handwritten letter that opens this three-letter exchange. 

 


